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NUTRIEN WONDERHUB REQUESTS MODEST INCREASE IN CITY FUNDING TO SUSTAIN
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

Funding request represents a property tax increase of approximately 0.01%,
or $0.02 per month for the median Saskatoon home

November 25, 2025, Saskatoon, SK — Nutrien Wonderhub (Wonderhub), Saskatchewan’s children’s
museum, has formally submitted a request to the Mayor and Members of Saskatoon City Council for a
modest increase in funding through the City’s Culture Grant Program. The request seeks

an additional $29,850 in 2026 and $29,850 in 2027, increasing Wonderhub’s annual municipal funding
from $95,000 in 2025 to $154,700 by 2027.

Despite welcoming more than 100,000 visitors each year and providing a family-centered space filled
with hands-on exhibits and educational programs you won’t find anywhere else, Wonderhub receives
limited annual operating funding. The museum has operated with deficit budgets every year since
opening at the Mendel Building in 2019. You can learn more about the museum’s ongoing funding gap
here.

A Request Equal to 0.01% of the City’s Tax Base

The proposed increase of $29,850 in 2026 represents an increase of approximately 0.01% of the City’s
municipal property tax requirement, equal to roughly $0.02 per month (or $0.24 per year) for a median-
assessed home of $394,200 in Saskatoon.

“This is a modest but essential investment,” said Leah Brodie, CEO of Nutrien Wonderhub. “For just a
few cents per month per household, Saskatoon can help protect a vital resource for children and
families, a resource that supports learning, wellbeing, tourism, and the city’s cultural

and economic vitality.”

City Support Already Plays a Critical Role

Wonderhub expressed its appreciation for the City of Saskatoon’s long-standing support, including an
annual $95,000 Culture Grant and approximately $367,000 in annual in-kind support, which includes
repairs, maintenance, building insurance, and below-market rent as outlined in the organization’s Lease
and Operating Agreement with City of Saskatoon.

“This partnership with the City is the foundation of our ability to deliver high-quality experiences to
Saskatoon families,” Brodie noted.

Strong Alignment with City Priorities
Wonderhub'’s request reflects key priorities identified by the City of Saskatoon:

e The Recreation and Parks Master Plan (2015) identified that support for indoor playgrounds is
strong with 88% of groups surveyed suggesting that new indoor playgrounds be developed and
73% of households indicating that new or enhanced indoor playgrounds should be a future
focus, underscoring the need for investment in family-focused indoor recreation spaces such as
Wonderhub.

Wonderhub partners with the City to deliver directly on this priority, and others.
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“Wonderhub delivers directly on priorities the City itself has identified including accessible indoor
recreation, childhood development, inclusion, learning, and partnerships with community-serving
organizations,” said Brodie.

Provincial Funding Request Still Pending

In early 2025, Wonderhub applied for $300,000 in provincial operating funding. The request was
declined due to budget constraints; however, the Ministry of Parks, Culture, and Sport encouraged
the children’s museum to reapply for 2026. A decision is not expected until spring 2026, well

into Wonderhub’s 2025-26 fiscal year.

Why the Request Matters Now

Wonderhub continues to shoulder increasing operational costs and growing demand for its
programming. Without additional municipal support, the museum faces ongoing financial challenges
that limit its ability to deliver stable, equitable access to cultural and educational experiences for
Saskatoon’s children and families.

“Every year this funding is deferred, the gap widens,” Brodie said. “A small investment now will help
stabilize our operations, protect local jobs, and ensure that thousands of children continue to have a
safe, inspiring place to learn and play.”

Wonderhub will present to City Council during budget deliberations scheduled to take place November
25-27, 2025. The museum encourages residents who value children’s learning and indoor play
opportunities to follow the discussions and stay engaged.

Hit

About Nutrien Wonderhub

Nutrien Wonderhub is a non-profit organization and Saskatchewan’s only children’s museum. Located in
Saskatoon’s historic Mendel Building on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis, Wonderhub
brings children and families together to create, learn, and play. Through hands-on exhibits and
educational programming, children ages 0-9 explore endless possibilities, enriching their imaginations
and their lives. Wonderhub offers a safe and accessible space that encourages curiosity where kids can
learn through play while immersing themselves in unique experiences you can’t get anywhere else.
Learn more at wonderhub.ca or on Facebook and Instagram.

Media Contact: Courtney Troesch, Marketing and Communications Coordinator
courtney.troesch@wonderhub.ca | 306-260-6834
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